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1 . WE HAVE NO MAJOR PROBLEMS WITH DRAFT OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
REPORT ON SRI LANKA. THE FOLLOWING SUGGESTIONS WE BELIEVE 
ADD TO THE CONSISTENCY AND ACCURACY OF THE REPORT. 

2. SUGGESTED CHANGES TO DRAFT TEXT: 

A. PREAMBLE: SINCE WE REFER TO CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
COMMISSION ACT AND CIVIC DISABILITIES ACT AS POSSIBLE 
INFRINGEMENTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS, WE SUGGEST NOT SAYING 
'UNBROKEN COMMITMENT TO CIVIL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC 
EDD HUMAN RIGHTS," SUBSTITUTING "LONG", "STEADY", OR 
"ENVIABLE" COMMITMENT. 

B. PARA 1.B, CRUEL, INHUMAN, OR DEGRADING TREATMENT 
OR PUNISHMENT: THERE ARE OCCASIONAL CHARGES OF POLICE 
BRUTALITY AND DEGRADING TREATMENT, SUCH AS DURING THE 
AUGUST 1977 COMMUNAL RIOTS.SUGGEST, THEREFORE, THAT WE 
SAY "SUCH PUNISHMENT IS NOT CONDONED IN SRI LANKA" 

RATHER THAN SAY IT IS NOT IMPOSED. 

C. PARA 3.A. FREEDOM OF THOUGHT, SPEECH, PRESS, 

RELIGION, AND ASSEMBLY: WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE LAW 
PROSCRIBING THE LIBERATION TIGERS, WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE OF 
DIRECT CENSORSHIP OF THE NEWS MEDIA. NEVERTHELESS, THE 
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GOVERNMENT INFLUENCES THE NEWS TO A LARGE DEGREE THROUGH 
ITS CONTROL OF PART OF THE MEDIA AND THROUGH ITS ABILITY 
TO GRANT NEWSPRINT QUOTAS, TO PURCHASE ADVERTISING, AND TO 
ALLOW THE USE OF PUBLIC TRANSPORT FOR OUT-STATION DELIVERIES. 

WE SUGGEST THE FOLLOWING LANGUAGE AFTER THE STATEMENT 
ON RELIGION. "THE GOVERNMENT HAS OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF 
TWO OF TH FOUR MAJOR NEWSPAPER GROUPS AND OWNS THE 
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SRI LANKA BROADCASTING COMPANY. CLOSE POLITICAL ALLIES OF 
THE PRESIDENT ADMINISTER THEM AND SET EDITORIAL POLICY. 
PUBLICATIONS CARRY ON AN ACTIVE DISCUSSION OF LOCAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS AND THE SRI LANKA BROADCASTING 
CORPORATION PERMITS THE EXPRESSION OF DIFFERING VIEWPOINTS. 
ALTHOUGH THERE IS NO DIRECT CENSORSHIP OTHER THAN THAT 
NOTED BELOW, INPDENDENDENT NEWSPAPERS, WHILE THEY DO CRITICIZE 
THE GOVERNMENT, INEVITABLY FEEL SUBTLE PRESSURES AND ARE 
CONSTRAINED FROM CRITICIZING AS FREELY AS THEY MIGHT.IN 
MAY 1978 THE GOVERNMENT PASSED A LAW PROSCIRBING THE TAMIL 
LIBERATION TIGERS AND ALLOWING THE GOVERNMENT TO CENSOR 
PRESS COVERAGE OF PROSCRIBED ORGINIZ ATION S .THE LAW, 

VALID FOR ONE YEAR, IS INTENDED TO GIVE THE GOVERNMENT 
CONTROL OVER MEDIA COVERAGE THAT MIGHT INFLAME COMMUNAL 
PASSIONS. THE NATIONAL STATE ASSEMBLY ALSO PASSED 
A PARLIAMENTARY POWERS AND PRIVILEGES ACT WITH PROVISIONS 
FOR DISCIPLINING JOURNALISTS JUDGED BY THE NATIONAL STATE 
ASSEMBLY QUILTY OF IMPUGNING THE VERACITY OR DIGNITY OF 
MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT." THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS STATEMENT 
IS FINE AS WRITTEN. 

D. PARA 3. C. FREEDOM TO PARTICIPATE IN THE POLITICAL 

PROCESS: FINAL VERSION OF CIVIC DISABILITIES BILL 

LIMITS DISQUALIFICATION FROM VOTING, HOLDING ELECTIVE 

OFFICE, ETC. TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT LEVEL, BUT DISQUALIFIES 

PERMANENTLY FROM HOLDING ANY JUDICIAL OR GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE 

POSITION. SUGGEST LANGUAGE BE MODIFIED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 
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"AN EXCPETION TO THE GOOD SRI LANKAN RECORD OF FREE POLITICAL 
PARTICIPATION IS THE CIVIC DISABILITIES ACT OF AUGUST 11, 

1978. ON THE GROUNDS THAT THEY HAD ABUSED THE PUBLIC TRUST 
UNDER THE FORMER GOVERNMENT.THE ACT DISQUALIFIES FOR SEVEN 
YEARS, 34 NAMED POLITICIANS AND FORMER GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
FROM VOTING IN LOCAL ELECTIONS OR FROM BEING NOMINATED 
AS CANDID ATESF FOR, OR SITTING OR VOTING AS MEMBERS OF ANY 
LOCAL AUTHORITY. IF THE JUDGEMENT IS SUSTAINED, THEY WILL ALSO 
BE DISQUALIFIED FOR ALL TIME FROM APPOINTMENT TO ANY JUDICIAL 
OFFICE OR FROM BEING EMPLOYED AS A GOVERNMENT OFFICER AT NATIONAL 
LEVEL OR AS AN EMPLOYEE IN ANY LOCAL GOVERNMENT BODY. 

THERE WILL BE A REVIEW PROCESS AND THE DISQUALIFICATIONS 
PROBABLY WILL BE APPLIED ONLY TO THOSE PERSONS AGAINST WHOM 
THE EVIDENCE CLEARLY SUPPORTS THE CHARGES.END SUGGESTED 
CHANGES. 

WRIGGINS 
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